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OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Division of Defense Housing Coordination

For Immediafe Release :
June 23, 1941 ‘ . ' , DH 125
President Roosevelt today approved 30 new localities in which moderate-
ly priced homes may be financed under the liberalized’FHA insurance provision,
known as Title VI of the'Nétional Housing Act, upon the recommendation of
C. ¥, Palmer, Coordinator of DefenseiHousing., |
The Act permits 90 per cent mortgage insurance to oﬁerative builders on
multi-unit developments in localities "in which the President shall find that
an acute shortage of housing exists or impends which would impede national
defense activities," The housing which is expected to be provided through this
legislation is intended for workers whose earnings amount %te $1800 to $3000
annually., Homes bullt under the title may be sold or rented,

In his letter to the President, Mr, Palmer recommended that; pending
furthér determination, this financing medium should not be utilized in excess
of the defense housing neceds as determined by the Division of Defense Housing
Coordination, The total of these needs is already greatly in excess of the
number of homes which can be insured under the $100,000,000 now authorized by
the title, he said, |

"Unfilled needs," said Mr, Palmer, "may be provided for through expan-
sion of this muthorization if the Congress sees fit,"

Title VI was designed to spur the production of defense housing by
private industry in circumstances where it is possible for defense workers to
2y commercial rents or purchase prices, This type of financing complements

existing FHA facilities in the home financing field,



‘ The following are the newly approved areas:
|
|
|

ALABAMA
Anniston

GEORGIA
Albany

INDIANA
Connersville

LOUISIANA
Alexandria

MAINE
Bangor

MISSISSIPPI
Biloxi

NEVADA
Las Vegas

NEw HAMPSHIRE
Manchester

NEW JERSEY
Phillipsburg

NEW YORK
Albany-Troy
Rome
Ilion
Sidney
Watertown

NORTH CAROLINA
New Bern

Morehead City

QHIO
Mansfield

PENNSYLVANIA

Johnstown
Ellwood City

DH 125
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SQUTH CAROLINA
Spartanburg

TEXAS
Goose Creek~Baytown-Felly
Mineral Wells
Wichita Falls
Brady
Harlingen

WASHINGTON
Longview~Eelso
Spokane

WISCONSIN
- Madison
Green Bay

ALASKA
Ketchikan
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OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Division of Defense Housing Coordination

For Immadiafe Release : '
June 23, 1941 | : DH 125

President Roosevelt today approved 30 new localities in which moderate-
ly priced homes may be finsnced under the liberalized FEA insurance provision,
known as Title VI of the National Housing Act, upon the recommendation of
C. ¥, Palmer, Coordinator of DefensevHousing.

The Act permits 90 per cent mortgage insurance to oﬁerative builders on
multi~unit defelopments in localities "in which the President shall find that
an acute'éhortage of housing exists or impends which would impede national
defense activities," The housing which is expected to be provided through this
legislation is intended for workers whose earnings amount %o $1800 to $3000
annually, Homes built under the title may be sold or rented,

In his letter to the President, Mr, Palmer recommended thax; pending
furthér determination, this financing medium should not be utilized in excess
of the defense housing needs as determined by the Division of Defense Housing
Coordination, The total of these needs ié already greatly in excess of the
number of homes which can be insured under the $100,000,000 now suthorized by
the title, he said, |

"Unfilled needs," said Mr, Palmer, "may be provided for through expan-
sion of this authorization if the Congress sees fit,"

Title VI was designed to spur the production of defanse housing by
private industry in circumstances where it is possible for defense workers to
ey commercial rents or purchase prices, This type of financing complements

exigsting FHA facilities in the home financing field,
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The following are the newly approved areas:

ALABAMA ' SOUTH CAROLINA
Anniston , Spartanburg
GEQRGIA TEXAS
Albany Goose Creek~Baytown-Pelly
) Mineral Wells
INDIANA Wichits Falls
Connersville Brady
Harlingen
LOUISIANA
Alexandria WASHINGTON
Longview-Eelso
MAINE Spokane
Bangor
WISCONSIN
MISSISSIPPI Madison
. Biloxi Green Bay
NEVADA ALASKA
Las Vegas Ketchikan
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Menchester
NEW_JERSEY
Phillipsburg
NEW_YORK
Albany-Troy
Rome
Ilion
Sidney
Watertown
NORTH CAROLINA
Yew Bern
Morehead City
QHIO
Mansfield
PENNSYLVANIA
| . Johnstown

Ellwood City
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OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

For Sunday 4AM release : [ I m%
June 29, 1941 | Do

A broad program providing priority aid for defense housing projects, designed
to assure the complefion of such projects as promptly_és possible, was announced
jointly today by E. R. Stettinius, Jr., Director of Priorities and Charles F. Palmer,
Coordinator of Defense Housing.

This program puts defense housing ahead of civilian and non-defense housing
" projects and will assure a steady flow of necessary buiiding materials to the pro-
jects deemed essential to the national defense program. ,

Under the terms of the agreement, no priority aid will be granted for defense
hcuging, whether publicly or privately financed,'until these requests havevbeen
cleared through the Ccordinator or his field representatives in accordance with t?e
procedures being developed. .

The Division of Defense Housing Coordination is to supply the Priorities Divi-
sion of the Office of Production Management with:

(1) A complete list of all pubiicly financed defense housing projects for
which priority assistaence is;reccmmended.

(2) 4 1list of areas in whick an acute shortage of housing eithgr exists or
impends, thereby threatening to impede or interfere with national defense activities
‘together with figures on each area indicating how much defense housing is needed.

(3) A formal definition of what shall constitute defense housing.

Under this new program, priority assistance may be given either to a publicly
financed defense housing project or to private defense projects within a designated
area.

With the concurrence of the Army and Navy Munitions Board, the Priorities Divi-
sion will be prepared to give each publicly-financed defense housing project, or any
area named by the Defense Housing Coordinator, a preference rating considered appro-
priate in the light of the national defense activity to be served.

Plans are;feing worked out under which these projects or area ratings may be
extended to applicants by local representatives of the government to be designated
by the Coordinator with the approval of the Priorities Division.

The ratings to be assigned will aid contractors engaged in defense housing work
to speed up delivery of materials to be specifically named on a Defense Housing

Critical List, now being prepared.
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The ratings may be used only for orders or contracts for these pritkcel list

items.
This critical list will contain only those items on which, in tke opinion of

the Priorities Division, preference ratings are necegsary to obitain the quantities
end delivery dates required, The list will exclude items of a vital defense nature
-= such as aluminum, copper, nickel, bronze, zinec, etc. — except when the Defense
Housing Coordinator demonstirates that these items or products containing these items
are absolutely essential and that adequate substitutes cannot be used.

The Defense Housing Critical List will be subject to revision when necessary.
When items needed are not on the list, but priority aid is still considered neces-
sary, epplications will be made to the Priorities Division on its form PD-1 through
the designated local representative of the Coordinator.

Representatives who are designated to handle applications for priorities for

.privately financed defense construction may only extend an area rating when they are

‘ satisfied that the housing will be suitable for, and reasonable preferende~in ocCu-~

pancy will be given to, workers engased in the designated defense 1ndustries. that
the intended sales price is $6,000 or less or the intemded shelter rental is $50 per
month or less, and that the housing is, in general, necessary in connectiop with
defense housing needs. |

It was pointed out, however, that exceptions may be made for such other PTO‘v

posed residential construction as may, in particular cases, be necessary to meet de-

" fense needs. In such cases, the necessity must be demonstrated to the Coordinator

‘through his designated local representative and the Coordinator wili'makﬂ appropri-
ate recommendations to the Priorities Division.

It was stated that the procedures being developed will apply to rehabilitation
of existing structures, as well as new construction, where a dwelling unit not ?ther
wise habitable would thereby be made available.

The Division of Defense Housing Coordination has for ‘the past few months given
aid ‘for defense housing, both publicly and privately financed, and the new agreement
bas been developed in order to establish regular procedure. '

The present agreement will clarify the priorities situation with relation to

"Tesidential defense construction and, it is hoped, will remove any hesitancy on ibe
“part of huilders.. lendere, and pthers-to undertake this type . of construction.

N
R 1715



OFFICE Pon BERCENCY MANAGEMENT
‘ » . Library

Division of Defense Housing Coordinatiow

For &M Relesase ) '

July 3, 1941 : DH 130
President Roosevelt today found a need for the immediate construction with

public funds of an additional 10,070 homes for the families of industrial workers

and the enlisted personnel ir 34 localities of the country, upon the recommenda~

tion of C. F. Palmer, Coordinator of Defense Jousing.

The localities and the number of homes in each for which public funds have

been allocated are as follows:

s

1 Childersburg, Alzbama 400
% Litchfield Park, Arizona 100
f Bakersfield, California 85
) Richmond, California 450

Bristol, Conmnecticut 200

¢ Washington, D. C. 1,000
Banana River, Florida 50

Jacksonville, Florida 400

Pensacola, Florida 200

Savannah, Georgia 150

Connersville, Indiana 300

Fort Wayne, Indiana 75

Kingsbury-LaPorte, Indiana 400

Madison, Indians 100

Burlington, Iowa 200

Wichita, Kansas £00

New Orleans, Louisiana 325

Baltimore, Maryland 1,000

" Springfield, Massachusetts 300
Biloxi, Mississippi 175

Meridian, Mississippi 100

Charlotte, North Carolina 85

Jacksonville, North Carolina 700

Cape May, New Jersey 50

Northern Yew Jersey 25G

Canton, Chio 300

Cleveland, Ohio 500

Port Clinton, Ohio 100

Knoxville~Alcoa, Tennessee 250

Victoria, Texas 100

‘ : Wichita Falls, Texas 175
. Dahlgren, Virginia 50

Seattle, Washington 500

Charleston, VWestiVirginia 400

In his letter to the fdént, Mr, Palmer pointed out that in most of the

[ communities the coordinatedaiefense housing programs provided for a substantial
b . - 3 N -
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" contribution to the defense housing need by private enterprise.
"The reasons upon which the recommended government programs are based vary tc
some extent in each case," the Coordinator pointed out, "They are stated in de-
; tail in each case and can genmerally be summarized as follows: national defense
B activities in the locality have caused a sudden and immediate need for the number
|
i of dwelling units indicated for occupancy by persons of limited income engaged in
national defense activity. Such need cannot bve provided for by private capital,
| either because the extent thereof is beyond the capacity of normal building in
|
‘ the area, or the continuance of need is so uncertain, or the rentals so limited,
| that private capital cannot afford to take the risks invoived."
|
| At the seme time Mr. Pzlmer requested that the President reduce previous
| findings of defense housing need for 22 iocalities due to the fact that it was
|
found subsequent to original findings that such defense housing was not needed to
‘ . the extent anticipated.
; The localities and the number of homes originally found necessary, together
with the number now programmed are as follows:
Avpproximate Number of
1 Date of Family Dwelling Units
| Locality Criginsl Finding Original Finding Reduced to
Tucson, Arizona . Oct. 29, 1940 150 135
Stockton, Calif, Oct. 29, 19240 150 100
} Delaware City, Dela. Oct. 29, 1940 40 20
| ' West Palm Beach, Fla. Oct, 29, 1940 300 150
| Augusta, Georgia Oct. 29, 1940 125 75
Savannah, Georgia Oct. 29, 1940 25 250
Corydon, Iowa : - Qect. 28, 1940 250 0
Leon, Iowa Oct. 29, 1940 250 0
Baltimore, Md. Oct. 29, 1940 100 85
Long Branch, N. J, Oct. 29, 1940 525 265
Ft. Meade, S, Dakota Oct. 29, 1940 50 35
Lee Hall, Virginia Oct. 29, 1940 25 %
South Tacoma, Wash. Cet. 29, 1940 150 100
Spokane, Wash, Octa. 29, 1940 200 160
Canal Zone Dec. 31, 1940 » 2200 209
| Ft. Knox, Kentucky Dec. 31, 1940 219 0
. Yorktown, Virginia Dec. 31, 1940 80 0
San Antonio, Texas Jan, 16, 1941 17 0
Rolla-Waynesville, Mo, Apr. 21, 1941 600 500
Great Bend, N, Y. May 26, 1941 125 50
San Juan, P. R. May 26, 1941 450 50
District of Columbia May 2, 1941 , 70 0

L
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Siowsdig A dvsinistration
i Ldbrary
OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Division of Defense Housing Coordination
For Immediate Release DH 167 &

July 11, 1941,

Allocations were made for more than 10,000 homes during the week
ended July 5, C. F, Palmer, Defense Housing Coordinator, announced today.

These homes for defense workers and their families will be in 34 lo-
calities of 21 states, and the District of Columbia.. Among the localities
are Baltimore, Maryland: Cleveland, Ohio; Jacksonville, Florida; Savannah,
Georgla; Wichita, Kansas; New Orleans, Louisiana; Seattle, Washington; and
Richmond, California.

Of the new allocations, 5,425 homes will be constructed by the United
States Housing Authority, 1,525 by the Public Buildings Administration, -
1,450 by the Federal Works Agency, 1,250 by the Navy, and another 600 by
the Local'Housing Authorities and the Office of the Federal Works Adminis-
trator,

Also more then 1400 homes were completed during the week., This raises
the total number of completions, as of July 5, to 18,947 homes in 65 lo~
calities of 29 states and territories.

Among the areas where defense homes were completed are Erie, Pennsyl-
vania, with 56; Bremerton, Washington, with 70; Hickman Field, Hawait,
with 214; Muscle Shoals, Alabama, with 34; and 200 at Fort Bliss, Texas.

The total number of allocaﬁions made under the coordinated housing
program now totals 107,383 homes. The number of these contracfed for
totals 70,146, Of the total number of allocations, 77,298 are for civil-

lans, and 30,085 are for enlisted personnel,
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STATUS OF PUBLIC DEFENSE HOUSING CONSTRUCTION

July 5, 1941

Funds Allocated Contracts »@»xwm@ oommHmde
July 5 June 28 July 5 June 28 July 5 June 28
|
| Number of states and territories 49 49 B 1) 46 29 28
Number of localities 170 162 12 1Lo 65 59
Number of projects L10 364 oLg 2ug 82 - 69
Number of family dwelling units {regulsr) 107,383 97,313 70,146 70,146 18,947 17,522
Civilien industrisl workers
in private defense industry 47,455 41,855 2l Lo 2L, hLo 3,245 2,870
Civilien industrial workers ‘
in Government plants 19,201 17,201 13,026 13,026 3,918 3,774
Qther civilisns, employed by
the Army and Nevy . 10,642 10,607 8,509 8,509 2,656 2,637
Married enlisted personnel 30,085 27,650 24,171 24,171 9,128 g, 241
Number of femily dwelling units (trailers) L, o9k L, 09k 2,159 2,159 1,170 1,170
Civilian industrial workers
in private defense industry 3,594 3,594 2,159 2,159 1,170 1,170
Civilisn industriasl vorkers
in Government plents 500 500 - - - -
Number of units for single persons g,891 8,491 6,525 6,525 3,076 3,076
|
W PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION UNDER FHA MORTGAGE INSURANCE
New homes started under FHA inspection, Jenuery 1 to July H —--------wome 103, 342
New homes started under FHA inspection, week ended July 5 —------ e L 722
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